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BRACELETS

Bracelets are bands of metal or interwoven links of wire made
to fit the arm or wrist. They have been worn through the ages to
symbolize power, or wealth, or to provide a setting for a stone or
an insignia which may or may not have symbolic significance. The
bracelet has also been used as an ornament valued for its beauty of
design and workmanship.

Recently the use of bracelets as costume jewelry has attached
them to prevailing modes of dress which, in turn, influences both
design and materials used to produce them. Like all other types
of jewelry bracelets vary in design and construction depending
upon the mode in vogue. The simplest form of construction is
the band of metal or wire with an opening large enough to slip
over the wrist. The bracelet made by the American Indian is a
well-known example of this type. More elaborate bracelets may
be made of chain or hinged pieces of metal.

Ornamentation may be added by piercing or carving the design
in the band of the bracelet. A design in relief may be executed
in repousse. Still another method of ornamentation is a stone in
a suitable setting applied to the band. This type of ornament may
be set also in the clasp. Piercing, carving, or repousse may be used
to create pieces to be applied on the band for decoration or to form
decorative motifs to be linked together as a bracelet. Stones in
effective settings also may be used to ornament one or more of the
units of the linked bracelets.

Ornaments, like the settings for rings, must be proportionate
to and suitable in design to the size, width, shape, and construction
of the bracelet. When decorated at intervals the repeats should be
close enough together to be pleasing at all angles of the
surface,